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THE HISTORY OF PITTSBURGH'S 

NARCOTICS ANONYMOUS 

The Pittsburgh area has many addicts and cross addicted peop l e who 

got clean in another 12 step program and eventually felt a need for a~NA 

meet ing. On August 6, 1979. the first NA m~eting was started at Turtle Cree k 

Valley HH/MR in the Drug itnd Al(:ohol facility , RT-B-raddoc-k Avenlle, at 8 p.m . 

on Monday n i ght. All it took was cO'I1ITIitment to staying clean, truslng God 

for growth, and two women committed to both . They did what anybody who succeeds 

at anything does--they complained, made mistakes, hung in, had frustrations, 

fun, and kept coming back. They outgrew the facility long before they found 

a place to move , but finally in November, 1981, they moved to St. Brendan's 

Catholic Church; 18-Ho-Hafui- Avenue; Braddock, Pa . Of course, the group members 

feel it's the best group in the NA world--Don't you feel that way about your 

group? 

tfl~""'''l\!(;, to>\'1f> fl :> ~ -rht I<'o~t' ", ' 0« \ 

The second grou9;t../as started al Alpha House in Janua r y , 1980, at an 

inpa tient treatment program. Th~y later 1II0Vt:!J to the Salvation Army in 

Shadyside , where no smoking wa~ permitted , so they again moved to the present 

location--5qS6 F, icnctsh"rp- and - RQup St r eet , meeting al 8:30 on Friday night. 

The member; were determined that the group would not fold--they persevered--

and God is re",/ardlng them. 
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-The North Side~l' 

Thel\grOUp started in October , 1980, and meets Sunday nights at 8o·clock. 

It is the th ird meeting in the area and I s home base for our A.S . C. meetings . 

Actually, it is the "hub" of the program in Pittsburgh. 

Program information and materials are available, along with something 

that can't be bought--good fellowship from the three starting members and the 

group as a whole. TJle. grouQ........m.e.e.ts-aWOJ- Av.e.r..v-St-reet·. 

The Frlendl~ Group 

. -~~up"was started by a woman who (unlike most of us) came directly 
IH Jl l C. 

into the NA fellowShip . ~ second meeting , a guy jolnedr and the two of them 

held the meeting together. They me't Thursday nights at 8 o'clock at the 

Cen ter for Subs lance Abus e I ).-2-O-F-;"'~l-trA ... e.nue: McKeespor t. Pa . The firs t 

meeting was held on February, 1981. The group is rightly named--maybe because 

both original m~mbers have the advantage of NA friendship through serv ice and 

going to conventions throughout the NA worl d. 

last Stop G-f:cup 

1 he ~g.r:.oup I s first meeting was he Id on July 4, 1981, at St. Francis Hospital, 

and they got off wi th a bang tha t Saturday night. They had some problems and 

had to leave the hospital, but theydidn 't fold. They were without a meeting 

pl ace for three weeks ~nti I they found a place to move. 

They now meet at the Wightman School, S8G91'1d Fleor, So-J.wa.y-and w...9htman 

StFeet";""Squirrel Hill, at 8 o'clock Thursday nights. They didn't give up, and 

the group Is growing. There were three starting members. 

l-
I 
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:rhe_ Jefferson Hosp i tl!ll Group 

A husband and wife who were active in 12 step work in another 12 step 

program started the Jefferson Hospital Group on August I, 1981, &A---Cea+-V"a-H -ey 

~ They started in a small room but soon moved the meeting to the cafeteria, 

where they currently meet at 8 o'clock on Saturday nights. The group is 

growing . 

..fiaLn or Shine Group _ 
~,;" 0""" ~I, ,.,e. 

Thc ,l\ group adopted its name because its meet i ngs were or i ginally held in 

the park. When the weather got cold, the group moved to '1800 l:i-berty-Avenue, 

geco"d floo,.., and meets on Sunday at 1 p .m. One of the three starting members 

told me that God, as he understands him, is "visably" present in nature at 

every meeting. The group started on August 15. 1981, and is growing. It is 

the only al I-discussion meeting in the area to date. 

The Brookline Group 
!1 
~ ~ started off like old timers, with three starting members and 

about twenty people attending. They did so well in the beginning that they 

were ab l e to loan a sister gr~u~ money to buy a coffee pot to help start 

another meetjng . ~~-R-;-9-h-t-o-n-B-rooL'--1.k-l-;-n-.-!-0 The starting date for this group was 

October, 1981. They meet at the United Presbyterian Church, J-G-36-Brooknn"e 

B-I-vd:"". at 8: 30 Wednesday night. 

The Crossroads Group 

~:emtP-started in October, 1981, at Trinity Methodist Church. 

Gel'lter-Chur'eh-Road--end- r-,.-i ni t-y- O,.-i ve; ' Cannons burgh • Pa . • at 8 0 t c lock on 
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Friday nights. The group was started by two men Involved in helping young 

people with drug problems. Initially. they were not involved with the NA 

program, but after see i ng the recovery in NA, they talked to parents, MH/HR 

facilities, and anybody who wou l d l isten, and they now have a g rowing young 

group . 

The Mon Val ley Group 

T~I\~ was started by two guys , one with three months and the other 

wit h s ixty days clean time. They staned in December, 1981, at the Mon Valley 

Hea lt h Center; ~gcrn;P+a-zay Monessen, Pa; on Monday nights at 8 o'clock . 

The members fellowship a lot together after meet i ngs , bowl ing, playi ng 

video games, eating together , or just plain hanging out. 

The Beechview Group _______ __ 

The inte resting thing about is thilt its meetinq is right on 

"the set,lI and one of the three peop le who started the g roup used to "score ll 

on that corner. 

They meet on Monday ni ght at 8 o'clock at St. Catherine's Catholic Church; 

Broadway-and Pau·l ... ne-.A .... enue; Bee chview. Pa . "The set" couldn't have better 

examples that " i t works." The group started on March 22, 1982. 

The Uniontown Group 
71 

~ g~ was started in March. 1~82. at Uniontown MH/MR In the Drug 

and Alcohol fac ilit y near Rt . 40 by two NA members. They meet Thursdays at 

8 :30 p.m. It is a new group , and we wish them much success . 
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OUl'" f irst A.S.C. meet i ng was July 12, 198 1. (P itt sbu r gh area had 

previously been a par t of Beave r Val ley A.S.C., and they helped us get 

started. ) 

We elected officer~ and decided we shou ld es tablish a P .O . box. 

We felt that the most i mpo rtant function at this point was to IIt i ghte n 

up" t he ex i sting groups and s tarl new g roups , 

\.Ie dis cussed having a "hot 1 Ine,lI and a lthough none of us dreamers knew 

how we would make this a reality, we knew t hat someday we would. 

At our fourth A. S.C. meeting, we decided to make a 12 step list availab le 

to local hospitals and establish l ines of communication wit h them gea red 

towards ge lli ng addicts detoxed. 

In Januar y , 1982, two members f r om our a rea went to the Beaver Valley 

A.S.C. meeting to request the u~~ o( the;r "hot line" un til we got ou r s 

established. They agreed. 

Many seeds were pl<lnted at tholt first A.S.C. OIcetin~J . ilnd we wi I I soon 

see the fruit s of those seeds: I n Apri I . 1982 . • 1 Pub] i e In (orma t ion Corrvni ttee 

wi " be formed. 

On Hay 1.1982, Pittsburqh wi ll h.lve a "hol line." The nUHlber is 

391-5247. 

Ther e is talk of starti ny a "teen" .Jnd a Ndl""clnon 1lIee tinq. Pittsburqh 

area NA is gl""owing! ! 

\ , 

) 
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W. PENNSYLVANIA AND E. OHIO - Bob· Plummer - Philadelphia hdS 
60 meetings no structure though in that area. E. Penns. 
is writing their own literature. Communication is Penns,' 
biggest problem. Fellowship is continuing to grow (meeting 
lists were distributed to WSC members present). Fellowship 
grew out of a need. Benefited from ~1orld Convention in 
Atldnta. Will be starting an answering service as soon as 
thE',! have enough people to man the lines ~ E. P.~nns. has no t 
be~n sendir~ their minutes - bad communications. Cleveland 
area start~n9 - a lot of support: Bob introduced his Alter­
nate Jim from Youngstown, Ohio. Area is ,real spread out . 

• .• - .' ., '.' . •. "' . .. ... -~ • ',' .' ",' .,' , :' .... '·i':·f! i:· ~· r 
',. ', :' . . ~':' . ,~ •• ' " , ~, . I II J:,.'" ~t ..(: •. ", ! ~, ,\:·,'[,',/"1" ~"'c " " '_, ' • ,,' . l " ,.,.' .. ~}." ... · .. ," ... ·1-·<.,,·! ·., . "1-" " '.. l' . " .,.' " " " '.,1 ,. ., '. ' ', .. '~n i ~.' , .' •• -.,~.. ,,\. " . 

,,' , .. '.{ " ;",:', ~ ~~ l ."' /':·';I'\.;;,,..,, ',. !: •.. :.~ .. / .' : _ ~:.>,,;~ ... ;'\. ~,'.' 
, 3 I' 1 >( 1 ••• ...... ,. .- ,~ .. 

~ .- ... • I., ' l', " - . '.' . ',' ~ " • , . ~ 
I ~':.' " ., " : .• -.' ,', .,,', .. ' , ~, ', . ' .';' . ';(/ r 

. , .... " { Ohi' . ave 1h'is 'report. Growlng r,apl.dly ~ I \ .... ". 

Ohio - Jim t~111er , Repr~sent~~'~~ t~~ spr~~ggof. 1979., 's'egan 1n·,1N·.E. ' part· of , .:,': r ,'. 
2 members started N.A. 1n O~ . d of Western Pennsylvania, Central and 
state. Ohio is part of R~91on ' comp~~~~in s altogether. Meeting in Akron 
Southwestern Ohio and lnduna : 3S ' n AsCg;n Northeast Ohio. Meeting lists . ,,~, 
is almost a year old. 22 meetlngs 1 1 service f.or 6 months, ' Clubhouse 
available. 5 H&I meetings. 24 hou r ~~~~:~ (~onthlY) , Over ' SO people attended 
started i n Youngstown. NewS1e(t~r.s ferences) Fund-raisel's held. 1st 

~:~~o~a ~ i ~:~~~~~e c~~~:~;~~~e~hi~'~~hc~~ Jul ~ .weekend:_ 

Pennsylvania _ George Richards, Representative for Mid-Eastern Region, c~mp: i ~' 
of central and eastern Pennsylvania, Delaware, Maryland. east and West Vlrgln 
and District of Columbia. Various ASC have chosen to form ~ ~SC. Elected 
officers for RSC. Region has 5 24-hour hotlines. '100 mee~ln9s approx. : 
lS in Philadelphia and Delaware area. 20 in O.C. and Ba1tlmore. J in West 
Virginia, and 4 in Virginia. Convention last year helped 'unify reg ion ,and 
all of area's meetings have more than doubled. 2nd East Coast .Conventlon 
i n June 26th, 27th. and 28th . Region has been communicating .w1th ot~er 
areas, Participated a lot with Literature Committee. Plannlng to b1d for 
next World Convention. 
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7r,' '/ P. " '. . , I .,'," ., " . ,' . '\ . " ', ~ ' ,',' " " ,,: ' 
.., ' {J-fr:' e?,UI1 . .. . ' ,' . ; • . ~ . ' ., ' _ ., ,'i 't... 1 ~ ; "' , ' ,' j. 1," ;" 

: .. : e-.Lon<ll Penrescntatlve'- .Report's Cont1nucd~ " ' .' '.' . ,.;: I,' ', ".' , ' ~ " ':' ,' 
! 1 , ' ; I ' • I , I · ~ , . .' . ~ .. ' ,,~. " '. • : i ~ :" 

\ ~ : : \ . , . ' .' , 
!'!";IIc:mbl.:r 27 J 193 1 . (Ju r h'egio n is comprised or three Area ' ~~ervice' . " . I 

Commlt t ceG--- U . L . V .A.~.S., B . V .A. ~ . C •• an~ G.I).~~S~C. Our Region " " ;' 
[ h .. l:": a total uf 30 mee t i ng.:; . uf the 3~, meetings, sev,en ar~ Hospitulo; 
.:.tntl three are in.:;titutions . ':Ie have ,,-bout 250 members. One of the 
t;r ou p~ has had three func tions 0 f l"Ubl.i.c Informa tion--communi ty 
awar.;!ne3S meetings, goine to have them cjuD.rterly. Another group 
has formed a Public Information committee 'and an Hospital and Insti­
tutions Committee. Tri-~tate Region and the Ohio Region sponsored 
a .\'(£E.kshop i .Uebrl!.<lu-±9..Ii? to 6tud.YJtl)~~ service manual. TSR 
had another workshop in AprTI 1982 to go over input in the last 
\::orld ~'/ide Fello,wship Report . We have two functional hotlines 
in our re~ion with another to go into effect hopefully July , l. 
Future plans include hosting the Third Annual East .. Coast Convention 
and forming Sub-Committees so we can . more successfully carry the 
message to the addict whO still suffers. Our biggest problem is not 
t!nough members 'lIill i nG to get involved, and the -y~e 

( ;ixth 'l'r;3.diti012.,. Hopine to ge t ideas and solu tions to take home 
anu s har e . ThaJ1..lt you . ' . 

~~, ~ c q cc"LQO-Cruce C09 ~)er (flepresuntativ e ) PO 80x 1353, Stuuben­
vii ie , un 43952 Telephone (614) 264-0223. 

kay 10 , 1978 first meeting in Aliquippa, PA • . Goon af~er two 
meetinGS s tart ed in Butler County. August 1979 f~rst meet~ngs in 
t he city o f f'ittsbu rBh,.PA at Braddock . ", ~'.'e started /Srowing. 
Beaver Valley Area Service Committee was~orme4 December 1979 . 
'rh~ i\.rea Service decided to stockpil1ej'!1;1:-t,arature at this time. 
At this time Pittsburgh , PA " Southeas,t ' ·Oh1oi r.and the Vlest 
Virginia Panhandle VIas.' grow:i.ng. ' \~ ;.~JUn~h.~"9~l ','th'e ~ Greater Pittzburgh 
Area Se rvice ComIlli t.t~e::.wa.rt.: : f.or}ll:e~~~::;v.e~~t:,~n.g,~ wa£? , .ftne for awh~le. 
'rhen beca,use , of l: G,e~~.,,:p,hl£C~f f~,()F'~1:i;.',~lWi~;~~~~'~.1~::r;~? ~ , . (o~m ,a r~glon 
"as d1 scuss.ed .,,<,' ;; ¢.,lllad.'; '(jur" "f,;i,~61~'t Re::C~~:li~'!.if.f.'I$~V,l;e e;Coi\uli1,t ~e e.-me e tin g 

, , 'f ~ ,~,. " ~J. ( ' '"'0\ ,r.11 ;,, ' It \ '('ii' \i', '~ l'~l.;.'?fi,t ~j. , ;.~ .{, It , . ... ,. ,-..!.. , 
.. -. : . l,. '1' ,', . ,~ . i· ,·" tl , ~ ... <' ·"f"'t " .,:;t,! ;'; ' ! "';:'~f · • " " ';'~ ' ."} '.' - ,; " .. 
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