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4" Their problems much iike ' other 'areae.1
,. Proolema".raia1,ng mo~ey: ,.~, )' i! { "'.: 

'. . and properly applyi.ng ·traditions, keeping tp.;l.'r S~ "in . tact,: an."', .' ;;:,,' , . 
. finding the best way to handle problems as t -hey ~1se •. ' I~ .· j :":, ~)I : ", " 
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July of 1982 they will be having their 3rd Anniversary in M.m- · 
phis. There first meeting was h.ld in July 1979. In February 
19B1 they hosted 'IILC-3. B.tween February and I:!ay of 1981 they 
distributed gray books, approval forms, stor+se and service 
structur. changos. In Apllil of 1982 they hosted 2 diUerent ,: .' : ; 1 
service learning days. The Mississippi Region is m.9.r.!LEf an , " 
Off-shoot of Memphis_. than a_ny.th1ng_ ~],~.. NA beganin 19?'TWliOn " ." ' 
1< COUP". or -al:1rohol1cs Who had trouble '>Yith . drugs .w.ren't get- ' , , 
ting what they needed in another f.llowship. ' They started Dleet- .. ;., 
ings in Jackson, MS •• Th.y struggled for 3 years by themselves 
but with the help of referals from ·treatment programs they gr.w. 
As these people left they took the NA message with them. Slow-
ly, they began developing groups outlying and away fr9m Jackson 
area. In 1980 2 groups began which are still' going. In the 
latter part of 1981 4 more groups 'were began. They are all 
gr owing. :'ia have 11 groups and 17 ' meetings, ' wi til active mem­
b ership of 125 members. In November 1981'. I was unemployed and 
tho group gave me S50. and sent me to Memphis tor a week. I 
Vlent to Memphis and grew and learned a lot at tbe Regional ..-
Literature Conference there. When I came back to carry the 

' me'~sage ' toth"e-group rt1i.ey scheduled me to talk to 2 other groups 
about what I had learned, As I talked to the ' groups about 
what happened in 11emphis and they decided to try to get the 
state tog~ther and have a learning work3hop ~n January 1982. 
Wo had a workshop in the a.m. Mainly SS, l1·terature and the 
pr oblems with growth. Af'ter the meeting we had a business 
mee ting aooutus becoming anarea or a Region or a state. We 
started as an area, became a atate)by the end at the day we 
were a Region. t~icsisaip pi Hegion. Major accomplishm.nt is 
that l'Ie got it t ogsther as a Llroup. In April 1982 we had a 
[,'egional Service Committee meeting and a learning workshop and 
go t ·.group conSCience on the book as well as the Service Manual. 
Bes ides becoming a Region we got everyone in Mississippi a 
c op~ of all approval forms of literature. The major Droblem 
i s 1i terature. At the meeting in January in Jackson we had one 
9lue book in the whole state so we'VB b.een running copies or-­
t~at off tlylng t o get peopl e-':amiliar with the service struc­
ture and having service structure meetings at all groups plus 
gr owing pains, ~~£pess of other NA functions has also been a 
big problem and Mississippi has felt that theY've been isolat ed. 
Wh e n you look at it Missi s sippi rate. 49th or 60th in just about 
everything. ~no ther big problem is . interaction with the other 
fellowships. Tho majority of people who are clean in NA d1d 
not get clean there. The more they grew the more they realized 
they needed something else. The growing and seperation pains 
are being extremely painful and will show up .in our vote on 
literature approval f orms and 11)put 1nto~ WSC~· '.,; Plans to get 
structured 1n area • . ~: WE. bypass.{Jd _\~hAt~lb.eJ:A.l:ia,e :~e wanted a Rep. 
at this WSC. As it happ.ns 'ar ..... >:ar.;.b.ginning to torm anyway 
because ot geographic ·locationa .... · ·,<r;7,1ng l',t'\. ','X'a1s~ money for 
R.gional P.O. Box .n4 'th.v, ',' ,:o •. ntt~Q,~~~n\ItP~ ,1noom1n, 
and outgoi~g maiL " Plan,nl,~g'IP1 'ca,m~ Q't!11:'.z:1J'JIlll\.l.l98.2. ' " Trying 
to get wide.r ' in·vo,l;~·.a/ent'.'l,~'4l!,:a. ,;~'!r'6' _ : ell 'ff;<ilAA.unsl.7', .• couple 0 f 
members are in l t)iel, pe~eP!'1ar:t,!I\'~:' ''~:i! ~Pl!~.11i:(ilf.,t'!l-*' aas .• t i be_ 
cause ' now we have'~ some: ~_'~ne~I: '~~~r~~.~;~~~_~~'~'f't~on·, ,:- 'One 0 r the · 
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few guys who got clean 'in 'NA in the ';~~i.at~' at ' M1ea1BB~pp1 , gO '~ :h' 1 • ,' , ' ::. 

busted for habitual ' 'criminal act and~ ,is dOi'ng' a ~ 11f'.e . sentence' , :.', 
in Parchment , and he got in ' there and 1s really ,struggling and ' : . . 

. , his wife, who 1s in the program also, was visiting him :on a .' 
weekly basis and started taking him some literature ~at ' we 
got and as a result of that he l a managed to get apprd'val from ' ~. t . " 

the administration and he's in the process :n,ow ,of trying to set , 
up the first real meeting inside the correctional 1~titutions " .. 
in Mississippi. Its been a real problem in the past. ' They " . 
are registered in the WORLD Directory as having a group there " , . y 
but as far as we can find out there has never bean a group that's" " 
someone had just sent in a reg1.stration torm some years back .. ',. .' 
so they could get some literature and tind out : what it is all 
about and nothing ever happened with it and its starting to 
happen now. ' We 've also got quHe a 'few '<>ther . insti tutio,ns, , 
mental hospitals and that kind of . thing where the groups ,had ., 
started in those institutions and have broken ·away but are still 
actively involved in those hospitals and institu~ions and that 
has been a real positive for us in all the rest. at the fog. IVe · 
hope to get , some information on PI announoements or any thing ' 
like that . That is one of the goals that I'm here to gain is to 
take back some literature so we can start to develope in these 
areas . We do have one group that bas a hot line and everybody 
has really pitched in and its been an amazing thing for me 
having been around the program and having been in eo many 
places in so many different regions to see the enthusiasm. Its 
like a bunch of starved kids who haven.t e,ateD in weeks and 
that they've just been turned loose in the grocery store and 
they said go at it and they are going at it. Every week I 
find out something that I didn't even know that they were think­
ing about not only have they throught about it theY've done it 
and now they want to know where to go from there and they're 
catching me off guard and they 're keeping me hopping. That's 
all live got from the state of Mississippi and the area from 
Nemphis. Thank You. 

MI.'1SIt?sIPpr STATf; · •• Dennis Engel 201 W. Presid.ent, Apt. 208, 
Greenwood , Nississippi , 38930. (601) ~55-l724 
I I ve got an unusual situation I want to explain first. ' A week 
ago Tuesday I got a phone call from Memphis , ' Tenn., and thoy 
said their area couldn't send a repreaenative and they wanted 
me to act as their group conscience and my understanding is 
their going to try to join our region probably at the end at 
this coming month. 'l'wo reports, one from Memphis, total num-
ber of meetings-24, with 50-75 members. H & I bas 11 meetings 
per week with H & I cans at non-institutional me.tings. H & I 
functions as sub- committee of Memphis ASC. ! Major accomplishments 
April 1981 ASC Steering committee Formed . June 1981, H & I lit 
cratura and PI sub- committee , were formed. July 1981 literature 
sub-committee sponsored a piCniC to raise funds for the meeting 
directory . In August at 1981 the Memphis Miracle newsletter 
\Vas began . October 1981 clubhouse was opened and during Oc~. 
the clubhouse sponsored a series of events to ra1~e money for 
HSC . These included a bake sale, rummage sale, po't -luck dUJlce 
and Halloween party . In November 1981 Memphie ho~t.d the .Mid­
~oY~~here 19 states Vlere represented, WSC policy suti­
Cv~o1ttee , and 11terature sub-committee meetings were also held. 
In November 1981 thru March 1982 they distrubuted the approval 
f or m of Our Dook, stories and Service Manual. In December 1981 
they held a Christmas party. In January of 1982 a lIew Year' G 

!iv. party. In I'ooruary II Vllhnt1no'§ 1'lIrty, Apr;1.1 19B2 they 
had two service learning day.. PI .till .t~SI!11ns Without 
enough members to support a: ,hot11ntJ. r,~ \'Ie need ;;to be better to 
handl.e an influx of n,ew .peopl,e~ ,.t~\'(.!~iU-:e/,o·Q.?s:cheule for our age 
and PI is a priori.ty tor thi!l,i ye,a%'.~\" L1~"~ture sub-committee 
~~ ~ ~t~~~~~::~~_17:~~~~~~r:,;.~d,,(~Ch1t.P~F~~dt _~,,~~;~a~ributing a .moD7 
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are held 
at times b~t 

raising money . 


