
CASCNA IiI STl1 RY (PART II) 

I ntroouc ticn 

The way we started this part of our area ' s history was with 

three service I I ~ unkiesrl on their knees saylnR the prayer that is 

in introduction of our Basic Text Approval Form . Hopefully their 

work, and all the others involved in this history writing, were rioinR 
God's will not th e ir own. 

The first thing we did was to ~o through all of our olrl minutes. 

This .... ·aso ' t easy because we had 1:0 combine three parti a al sets to 

get one complete set . The minutes ~ere combed throu~h , as well a s 

addi cts ' memories , for any colorful notes . These color ful notes 

were taken and recorded on separate paper by rlates . Dllri~g this 

search it was disco v ered that s ome ~ color ful notes W were tOO 

important or lengthy to re corrt Simply . Any 

requi rements ~ere put on an "Extra Sheet ." 

subjects whirh me t those 

This took about 5 ho ur s. 

The next step we tOok was to make some sort o f general 

cate£o ries for these notes . Anv colorful notes that couin he co mb ine d 

into an article we so combinert . 

An out Ilne was formed and writing was started . What we have 

is not the finished pr oduct ; there will be proof reading and a 

review text printed . It is hoped that the review te xt will stimu

late memories and brine in even more colorful parts of our history . 

A revie~ text might ALSO clarify facts , as well as chan~e false 

information . 

Throughout ou r efforts in uncoverinF. Chicago ' s NA History , 

we have discove =e d many humorous aspects o f things which have 

happened in the process of pulling our Area togethe r, many of which 

we can n o w look back upon and laugh at! 

Tho ugh our intentions ~ere sincere then , we wouln l ike to 

humble o urselves to you at this time : 

nurin~ o ur first A. S . C . mee tin~ . o n ~ebruary 18, lGB1, our 

first motion was made and approver'l . Howeve r , thi s motion ,.: as ne ver 

carr ied o ut , o r even spoken of aeain . In the same meeting , the 
seconri motion o f C . A.S.C.'s history was madp anrl approverl . 

mo t io n , however, bro ke the Trarl i tions I 

This 

J 



C . A. S . C . N. A. III S t o ry 

Since the A. S. C . was new to Ch icaRo ' s NA structuTP , and m~nv 

dirt not unrtprst~nrt o r kn ow Lhe reaso n fo r lt , many mpmbers who 

remained uninvolven 1 n '-he A. S . n • . co pp .. rI ;.\tti tu{\ps . ann referren 

to it as the " Directo rs " ..! p.etinp:". anrt 0 the o\ . S . C . memhprs as 

tl Directo rs , " As A . ;:; . C . members pmereen [rom the meetin£ , whispers 

o f " he re come the ni:ecto rs" could bp heard throughout the oneoing 

NA meeting , just outside the door o f thf> A . S . C . meetinR.: - place . 

These addicts must have rio ne f ourth S teps , as th is attitur\p has 

l o ne since stopped . 

Again , ~arlv in C.A . .J . C , ' s ex i stpnc p , (C ctober . 1°81) , 'Ne 

c!ecl~"'d that 'he ' .. :antF'c t o form a re Rio n . '::e thoup,h :hat this 

~as a iantastic idea , a~d that it k o ulrl greatly arlrl 

of NA in the Chicago Area . Ho wever , we knew no th ing 

- the g r owth 

o f th e 

"chain o f com~and '· . o r any process lnvo lved in Carmine a reei o n , 

and we did not bother t o look into 1t anrl find out . As a result , 

v,:e v o ted ~ ~ockforct , TL . "lnrl No rthern lndiana into our "~.eR:ion . " 

': e never bothered t c c o ntact either l c cation o r our" ecision ," 

o r ca rry ou t ..... i th pay atte nti on to our nev,:ly forme r! "region ." II 

Nothing else was ever said about i t, u ntil~~ o ffi cial ly joined the 

~id - Co ast Region i n ~ovember of 1982 . 

As the fog l ifted . and we Ro t mo re honest ~ i t h ourselves , 

v,;e had to loo k at and admit the fact that \·'e kne ... ' absolu tely 

nothine; of .. -hat \~as goi.ng on in NA , a u sirle of ou r c wn Area 

( f larc h . 1982) . 

Finally , we would like to conc ludp with the fact that t h e 

request tc write up ou r h is to ry was bro ught up ~ a yea r aRO. 

As a result o f t ypical o f typical addict p r oc rast ination . this 

h i sto ry is finally being taken care of--a ' .... ·ep.k before t:,e Ij~a"ni ne! ! !! 
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Chicago Area ~ervice Committee Narcotics Anonymous 

The first Area Se rv ice Committee meeting of the Chicago Area 

Narcotics Anonymo us (CANA) was held on February 18, lQSl with 

seven members present , representing seven different groups . It 

is interesting to note that all seven of the original C. S . R. 's are 
stil l clean today. 

Meeting Gro .... · th 

In ~ebruary o f 1981 , the month when the Chicago Area Service 

Committee o ~ Narc o tics Anonymous {~ . A.~ . C . N .A. ) was founcterl , there 
.... 'ere seven meet i ngs in the Chicago Area . Representatives :rom 

No rthern Indi a na anrt ·\o ckfcrrt . Illinois , ..... ere also attenrlin,;;;;' 

Chicag o 's Area Service meetings. They each reported having had 

t .... ·o neet i ng s . 

By De cember o f 1981 , t..: hicago Area noubled to f ourteen meetin s 
a week in t~e :lrst year since the C.A . S .C. N. A. was formed! 

By toe end o f 198 2 , C . A. S . t; . N. A. han lost contact wito 

Rockfo rd and Horthern Indiana . At the last meeting that they 
attended. No:'thern Indiana reporten having three NA meetings , 
and Rockforlj reportet1 having two in existance . 

By ~ctober of 1982 , Chicago Area han seventeen meetings-
only three new meetings having starten since January , lQS 2 . 

There was a sudden rise in the number o f meetings in November . 
possibly attribut ed to the '(,' t,;NA #12 . and the unity founrl t here . 
1n Decembe r of 1982. there were 26 meetings existing in the 
Chicago Area j a jump of 8 new meetings in t .. 'o months! As a 
result of the efforts and organizatio n of the C. A. S.C.N . A. i n 
Ch icago , the numbers o f meetings more than t ripled in the first 
t wo years o f service! 
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Candlelight meetings : February-- April 1981 
The seconrt motion that our A. S . C. made was to distribute 

separate meeting lists with A. A. Candlelight meetinS5 on them . 

There was a need for more meetings than NA hart at that time . 
Addicts seeking re cove ry who needed additional meetings had no 
choice other than to attend A. A. meetings . 

The Downtown office of A.A. was contacted about this possi 
bility . They said that they would not approve of L: . A. S . C.N.A . 

distributing these lists. The co ver letter for this meeting 

list ""'as never used , and the sixth tranition ..... as followed. 

Basic Text Review 

we in the Chic ago area were invited by the ~orld Service 

Literature Committee to review the " Review copy" of the book 
entitled Narcotics Anonymous , in ~1arch of 1981 . They ha~ asked 

that we make any corrections or comment s pertain i ~g to this new 

book . The G. S .R . for each meeting was given a copy to bring 

back to their group for review . We set a meeting to take place 

t~o weeks later , in one of our members' homes , to go ov~r the 

comments and suggested changes that wp.re receive~ by the groups . 

This meeting was held one week before ou r review input ~fas to be 

in Atlanta . 

The lack of effort and interest shown in this historic matter 

was pitiful. There were only a handful o f people at this meeting-

mostly newcomers. It appeared that nobody read much past the first 

three or four chapters , and the list of recommended changes 

we sent in ..... ere those that a blinrl person would have noticed . 

As our fi r s t gruup effurt as nn An!;} ur NA , it ..... n:. ~ (lop . A 

~rateful note ..... we've gotten better! (thanks , H.P. ) 

Troubled Times v"ith The Treasury 

In Chicago we have had an experience that serves t o remin~ 

us of the importance o f the trad ition s in carryinB out our program . 

In this instance the first and twelfth tra~ition5 come into play . 
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Before our A . S . C . ',.,tas establishert one of ou r NA members took 

on the responsibilities of our phone service , literature, inter

group communications, collectlon of money [rom eroups , servert as 
• the California contact, ann ~ _ ~~Glly anything else that came up 

in Chicago. ",,(Tu,G1it 
'Ne a r e most grateful for this members generous effo rts 

and service . However , so much responsibili ty and work should 

never be placed on one person at our STOUp, sub-committe~. or 
A.S . C. levels or [unctions-- because of the following : 

In the early stages of the r.A~CNA Bro' .... th . no one r.<irl any 

solid idea of ... :hat to do . After two months of no treasury :-eports , 

in April of lY81 the C . A.S.C.N . A. establiSher! a policy that nane 

'Nr itte n reports mandatory for the treasury. u f course it .... 'as too 

late . hundreds of dollars too late. The phone answering service 

and the telephone company turnen off our service from the last 
week of ~jay 1981 through the enn o f Ju ne lG/::I,l. A new treasurer 

was elected at this time with the responsibility of trying to 

resto re the phone service and having ~ written report preparerl 

for each A. S .C. meeting. 

In April of 1982 the C. A. S . C. N. A. was informe~ of a <200 . 00 

debt for literature which was sent to the same member who wa~ 

taking on all of the responsibilities previou5ly mentioned. The 

C. A. S. t: . N. A. also paid this debt . We have tried several methods 

to collect the remainder of the rlebt money from this member . 

~ve rything from electing a member of the C.A.~.C . N .A. t o keep 

in contact with this membe r to the present style of niffer~nt 

membe rs r eminding this member of his rema i ning debt . The C.A . S. C.N.A . 
as a whol e does no t feel that we have any right to let eo o~ this 

debt s i tu a tion because it is not our money to let go of. 
We ~ sharing thi s information wi th NA as a whole . no t to 

o.re 
pu t shame or guilt on this member, but rather to ale r t the 

Fellows hip to the realities of what may result when t oo much 

responsibility is placer! on one indivir!u~l . Many positive steps 
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of growth have resulted from this experience : A treasurers aurlit 

is in our policy now along with a written report at each A.S . C. 

meeting ; also we can see more clearly that NA unity is a must at 
all levels of service work and group level . this is not the only 

pro blem o f imbalance in our area , and it is nice to know th~t 

\.;ithout unity it doesn't work . ::;,ituations such rlS this are forever 

reminding us to place principles before personalities . 'rhank 
vod that this member is still clean today and o ur Fellowship 

survived . Out of this situation has come growth uni:y, fellowshi p, 

and increasing awareness 01" what is going on around us. 

r'hone Service 

January 1976--January 19'18 

The third motion of the newly found A. S . t..: . mane th"! phone 

service the re sponsibility of one group for one month . if no 

one from the group volunteered the G. S . H. was respo~sibl e to hanrlle 

all calls and co - ordinate with the answering service . At this tine 

th~ P . S . cost was approximately S80 a month . Policy was established 

that each grcup bring ~12 to support the P . S . It was suggested 

that G . ~ . R . ' s ask their groups for volunteers to give 12 t h step 

r ides . 

The ¥hone Service was r otated from G. S . R . to G. S . R . in our 

area . They were respon sible when their groups didn ' t help ~ith 

the P . S . Needless to say it didn ' t help the unity of the ~ellowship . 

the serenity or the G. S . H . • or the suffering addict . Up to ten 

calls a day 'lIIas too much fo r one member to handle e ffec tivelY i 

people became i rresponsible because they .... 'ere ove r .... o rke rL Cur 

p r imary purpose --TO CARRY THE MlCSSAGE TO THE ADDICT '''HC STT LL 

SuFFERS--was not ach i e ved . 

There were some othe r problems dur ing this " phase" of our 

pho ne service . This vital service was rlisco nnected fo r six weeks 

because A. S. C . unmanageability caused a failure to pay our bills. 

The answering service started to give out the emergency 

to addicts instead of tele - patchlng the call through . 

numbers 
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At the time of this highly unmanageable 

150 calls comi'ng in a month, with an average 

$90 . 00 . 

~eptember 1982--January 1983 

system , there were about 

monthly IIl !3"'t of 
Cost 

The system mentioned before worried the A. S . C. g r eatly . I:~ e 

did something right and asked for help . We received hplp f r om 

members in Milwaukee . They shared the system that they were using 
at that time . We adapted our present system from them. 

C.A.S . ~ . N . A . formed a Phone ~ervice committee , which now has 

a chairman, secretary , and many volunteers . .l.'hese volunteers 

change from month t o month with s o me members sticking with it . 
The schedule is made into three eight - hour shifts each day 

which break down 24 - hour periods into the following segments : 

7 am-- 3 pm , 3 pm-- 11 pm , and 11 pm--7 am. Each vo lunteer calls 
in to the answering service of the beginning of the shift and 
then every two hours thereafter , picking up messages from sul'fering 

addict s , schools , hos pitals , social service agencies, loved ones , 
press , medi a , and anyone else interested in NA. (One gi r l called 

seeking support for pot smoking in her school debate , and she 

was politely informed that we could not help . We offered to send 
a speaker to her school to inform them about NA) It is the 

responsibility of each volunteer to contact each caller or refer 

the call to the proper sub-committee . Each volunteer is supplied 
with a log to maintain record 01" PS usage , list of bylaws and 

t raditions , twelfth- step list , meeting list, white book and list 
of treatment centers (which are refered on a personal basis so not 

to break the sixth tradition) . 

1n c a s e of emergeny calle, from suffering addicts who r efus e 
to leave their number or need to talk to a rec overing addict 
immediately , the answe r ing service can telepatch these calls to 
r ecovering addicts found on a provided referal list. This keeps 

the service ope rating efflcently , and volunteers have l ess chance 
o f " burn out." 
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-!".'! maln problem no' .... lS the ~p: ... icf' co mpany . r'1embers hrtve 
- - I • 

• -s . _r.~ :he ho tllne t o 
check the ope:-ltlOn , the [ol1owi ng problem:'> . ~ '. . 

- -!,:overpr!; it c an t.:lk'" from '-_ J rings to answer , the ser'JlcP 
:~I$. _- • ~ 

_ . " .0 re cOVering andicts as cou:'!selors, sometimes the ope rato rs 
":. -,. - ~ -
.,. ' .. . • ;:,ufferlng addlcts are re:'prerl to othe r ag-=:!ncies ti . e . 

" ':-:~ r.otline , crisis i nterventi on , ann F .A. ) 

: -. . i :ette r .... ·as sent to the ans ..... e:-:nr. service stating that ""e 

~:. ''' -:: 'leri nB add iets ann not pro feSSlonals , and also to inform 

' :':'":: ::lat they have reric hed our ans"" ering servi ce and a me mber 
' . .... , 
. I, - •• ccntact them as Soon as ; oss ible , ann that all a 
. . . ... :.-: ad~lCt need leave is thei.:- :-irst name and phone nUfTlbe r . 

. . .. - : - :.rg,=:'lcy tele - patch calls , tr.e servicp checks the line to 
: -:. 

.: - -~ Lne is open , this causes'! c licking that really 

:~- ~'- -: S~:·fering ad citcts ( the y ", o:1de r ,-.. ho is tapping th~ line . ) 

.. ':' : ::obl '!m .... ·ith el~ - patching c:t 15 is that this ties up ou r 
- .-"' .. , 

. " .. ne ~uration o f the emergency call. 
:.-! • • - -- , 

Search fo r a ne'N 
... -~ se:-'/lce is now unrler way . 
:~ 

:.: '" a'/erage 300 calls a mon th 
.... . , I' 70, ~O , 

I t appears that most 

.... ·i th an averrige mon thly 

of these callers rlo not 
+~£.~ -

:~ meetings , we feel that this is due to the fact that 

+~7 :·~:~:h-step calls are made over the phone rather than in 
::: -: : . 

~~Ot~e r whole chap ter coulrl be written o n attempts to 
- : . _ .. :-. ~l~:h - step lists . 

:.:.~. '/clunteers have to have six months clean time in orrler .' -, . 
-. . :~ ":':ltline " and people .... ' ho can gi ve rides shoulrl have 

:' - ~:. - -. 
' .. ·- :-ee mon ths 0 f cle an time . ThiS pol icy .... as passed after 

+: -:- ,! ~~ ~iscussion, ' .... hich held up to PSt.: from operating 

:-- .. .. . -? M'! :ate r found our that all o f this mess couln have 

: ~:.- :: ': -'~-! , :his policy .... ·as establishp.rl at o ur second 4.::'. 1.; _ 
.~ ... -~ 

.' 

':':_::1 :.:e urace of Corl and a lot of derlicated people , 
. -J! :.-. - - l -- . ~ .. :;=t n a to '1 ~ run smootn y . 

I 
t 
• 
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SUb- Commi ~ 

Many SUb-Ot-:·:· •• s were for"e~ d'C.c< :., :.:c' ~" :.ars . 
The formation " ' -' 0. SUb- commltt.es "H . .,,,,,~! c::: 7. ry 

,mportant as tr.. ~'''cago Area Serv1ce ~: -m .::., :: :;,r::: :os 

,Anonymous (C'~·:· '; . ,~.4 . ) gre ... At the ["50 ' .S.:. -•• : logs, . g 
h 

beginnln 

( ere were no 0:: Ola l sub- commi ttees [ormeo, :c: ':ri 'as 

<0 be done to bU:l~ these Committees 'nn tce! " re ::::::.11y tormed at a lat'1: ~-=! e . 

Gn l1~y 6, "''1'. ?ubIte Relations had, :'0 ':.".=. "g>.ge 
rIIents COming "P ,", One Rec reat ion SU'-7:-.-.:: :" . ., ': r •• '.ng 
,he <oord abOut : '·'.r fcrst Picnlc. 3] _Ot::.: :: ':~2, :::. 

' ''''''' '" '" ""c<, '''-''',,, " ", • "" "CO, "0" ,.. H .. 
tart

· g to f -J .... _romm l • In un
c

: :
eo

. In f1ay of 1982 , :he :::5:;:'J:::, , " _ 

' ed • d. _. -ut ions ,dS ,orm .. , 'as late r changeri to ;;OsPi:a:. a.-. .::5 •••• 
d t d f 

. ; _ 5 ' .... e re 
at! Star e unc:'t"'ng in Octobe r Of 1987. :egbr.." <-. 

, '0 
s,' nt to 110 ho

sp
.:, 5 in the are., IJ f these, ,nl y . Ot t o . t 1 h d 

OJ e-ber 0 f 

h"sP ta s . a ey,: "ard o f Narcotics Anon]lleu.. to .' 0' , 

' s ,. - . --'ed .. ith . 'vI , a pea,er -ub-~ommittee "as formed and It later "e., P bl

- I t ct was or,. u 1C nform't. on ~Ub-Committee . A california Coo a _ 

h Chalr

l/'POinted, instead Of hat being the reSPOnsibility o[ t. e 

"rson, lor any QueStlons C.A . N.A. needed answered or [or any :;:·~rmation . In J.cember oI 1982 , a ~id Sub- CO""'ittee t o try 

:.- :ring the arId ';onVention oI Narcot1cs Anon)'lllous 114 to 

N \o'sll?tter 

:~i"ago "as formeoj and Working. 4lso In necember the e . 

L..J Llterature Committees "ere maoje SUb-committees o[ th e A.S . C . 

. h d l .. tters 
~) .une o f 1981 , the <'ublic Information 0Ub- Commlttee a • 

ts made 

" send OUt and Started haVing T" . and radio announce",en 

:et peOple know about the eXistence o[ Narcotics Anonymous . 
All these com~ittees are dOing line as they are, and ... 

Ini t tees 

... " Tery gratelul to the people "orking in these sub- co m 

: .! )Ur membership I. grOWing and the neeoj [or more volunteers 

oM srololn, too. Par a long time , many O[ these Sub- committees 
::.;:sted o f one Or two people . We are also :!.,erl grate ful to 

groups 

:""~ People far StiCking ' -Uh it until the Size of these 
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• 

Events 

les8 Invol~ed members wil l see 

...... ub-committees and help us to h e lp NA • 

The a.creatloa eub-co .. lttee of the Chicago Area ~ervice 

Committe. (U.A.S.~ ••• A.). vas funct ioning by May of 1982 . Th e 
first event that the aub-co .. lttee pl anned . wa s a picnic ; the idea 
beh i nd it was to create .ore unity and fello wship in the Chic ago 

a r ea . The date o f t he picn i c was Jul y 11 , 1981 . and roughly 
20- 30 people attended . 

The nex~ event '~as the First Annual All Chicago O p~n o ~ 

Narcotic s Anonymous . This . too , was planned in the hcpe s of c reat ing 

more unity and fellowship . lhe event was helrt in ioril of 1982 , -' 
and was the first re creational success of C . A.~ . C . N . A .• with approxi 

mately 350 in attendance . '1:he money obtained from the rlance 

~hich immedia tely followed the Open meeting , was eno ~eh t o cover 
all of the expenses of the U. A. S . C. N. A. fo r approximately six 

months . 
Another significant event in the history o f C.A . N. A., was 

ou r fi rst retreat . Lhe event was held in a re t reat house du ring 

~ ep tember o f 1982 , with approximately 30 members attending . 

This retreat helped members wi th the i r spi r ituali ty , and also 

helped tighten o ur fellowship . vne of the unplanned occ urencp.s 
o f this retreat . ',..las a late nigh t sam e of " Captu r e the ?lag , 1I 
i nvol vi ng almost everyone who ..... as there . The game lasten nea:-ly 

t wo ho urs, and was an excellent oppo rtun ity for the me mbers to 
get out of themselves . 

Un Oc tober 31 , 1982 , the ~outh ~ide " Unity Fellowship" group 
hosted a Masque rade Ball . There were appro xim~tely 175 pe o ple 
who attended this event . The event was planned and c reated by t~ e 

South ~id e " Unity Fe llowhip" group , which was concerned with 
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DeclLne i n Number of Meetings 

Octobe r 1981 

During this tlme in our hlsto ry · ... e experiencerl something: ;: .. 

and frightening. The number (' f 

a slow but steady lncrease to a 

meetings in our 
slight decline . 

area changeci f:-: 

There I,' ere 

"dying" o n niehts where there were strong meetings in othe r 

of our area . This problem could have been eliminated by bette: 

communication bet~een groups through G . ~ . R . ts. 

Co - operation Rather Than Affiliation 

November 1981 

The Downto .. " A. A. of fice made us ny'are that y:e y,:ere a:fil""n~ 

our groups with the places that they ~~r~ being helrl at . By 

not having a sep3.rate name [or each group that eHd not inclune 

the name of the o utside enterpri e ' .• ;here i 1. '''''15 being helrl , ..... e 

broke the sixth traditi.on . \i .e. The 'iran ,H c sPttal ';roup Dp.careo 

~rictay Uite Live . ) 

comm unication with Alcoholics Anonymous 

Cn December 2 , 1981 , it \0 '.:\5 an!'1ouncen that two (2) membe r s 

of the Chicago Area ~ervice Committee of Narcotics Anonymous 

(C.A . S . C . N.A . ) would go 0 the Chicago do~ntown off ice o f ~lcohCJ' 

Anonymous , and seek guidance for Chi cago Area Narcoti c s Anonymo~ i 

(C .A. N.A . ) growth . At the February 3 , 19B? meeting. th e two me~ ~ " 

repo r ted to the C . A . ~ . C . N . A . about their communicatio n with the 

M.A . office . The A.A . of fice gavp s o und advice t o our me Mbers, 

of which included : 

1. Tighten up Phone Se r vice 

2 . ~mprove communication between group . area , re~ion . and 

3 . Strengthe n existing groups , before starti:1g new ones . 

4 . Ha ve U. S . R.' s try to get people involved. 

5 . ~tick to 'rraditions ~strongly emphaSized) 



~.A.S . C . N.A . History 

Page 13 

6 . Start a newsletter . 

7. Establish weekly Open meetings. 

8. Keep group literature separate . t.ach ,' 
p1le of literature . 

9. Establish a central office . 

-- -

vf all of these suggestions , the C . A. N. A. J.t~ • . -.,. ",- ~ 

been able to follow all of the first seven suggc:' ·-- -

grateful to the downtown A. A. office [or their rt l:! ==-

Help to :::.truggling Group 

February 1982 

One group in our Area had very Ii ttle SUPPll rl 

and fell behind in rent. 'l.'he officers changed ;11\·1 

li.S.~. asked C . A. S . v . N. !L to help out "ith S50 . l1l' . 

vo ted to support th is struggling group and pay th~ = -:.-~ 
Today this group is strong and self- supporting . 

-:. io :: 

. 
~'., 

00 

MeetlnR rtecognition 

rlarch 1982 • ~ ttl" 
.t - ~- " 

During one of the t..: . A. S . C . N. A. meetings it ..... .i. -. ~. '0 
• --s -... :.~ 

committee ' s attention that there 'were some group' ~ - _. ' o. 
-.~-: .. ~;) . 

itn on\~"';' 0'- , 

~ ._- \. ..:. ..... Area which ~ere calling themselves Narcotics 

By the suggestion of one of the C . ~ , S . ~ .N.A. membr"·- - = .' 'IJ . I' 
...,. .:: .... . 

decided that berare any meetinB ~as recognized bY .- . s.- ., 
• • ' I . " 

as an NA meeting one of the G . S . R.' s of the C . A.:';, , · ,·:· - . If 

attend the meeting and report to the Area about llif ~-=':_-:f' Nt' 
ric.":' - : : 1' " 

the meeting did co nstitute an NA meeting anr1 rUrl .... ~:' ~A. 
Traditions it was added to the C . A.S.\,; . N. A . meet\II'" ---

me et ings in the Chicago area . 

A. S . \'; . Meeting Reminders 

March 19!12 

One of the ideas that the ~ .A.S. ~ .N.A. 

more support ' .... as to mail a monthly rl'!mindp.r 

gal" 
hart l (I ::-a-: to R' S 

, . S . . , 
""" .... " to ellCl!' -- .. . 
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reminding them o f the date . time , and location of the monthly 

A. S . C. meetings . Prior to this Rttempt , there were many meetings 
with only a few groups beine represented by thei r respec:ive G. S . R.' S . 

A. S . C. Meeting Gro wt h 

'982 
As the meetings in ~ nicago increas~d and the number of 

representatives from the meetings increased the C. A.S. C.N. A. 
realizert that there was a great need to find a ne~ location 

fo:- the A. S.C . Meetings to be held at . One o f the main concerns 

was t o find a place ~ ' hich ~oulrl be mo re ce ntral f o r the expandi ng 

size of o ur Ar pa and also acc o mm oda te the size of the growin~ 

A .S. ~ . meeting . AS it turned out we found a central locati o n ~ith 

temporarily large enough accommodations , but the neighborhood 

~he re the A . S . ~ . me etings were held was crime - ridden anrl resulterl 

in several car ~indows being broken and many articles being 

stolen from the vehi c les (among the many things stolen was t~e Rpproval 

f o rm [ a:: the Fourth - step guine) . Once again by the end of 1'182 , 

the need for a larger meeting place and a safer neishborhood ~as 

evident, 50 at the January 1982 C. A. S . C. N.A. the committee rlpproved 

yet ano ther loca~ion. 

Bid Committee History 
As of the printing of this text about the Mi story of Narcotics 

Anonymou s , the Chicago Area of NarcotLcs Anonymous (C .A . N . . t,..) 

has not yet hosted a convention . However , dur ing the "'orln 

Convention of Narcotics J\nonymous ¥1? \', - . C . N.A. #12) heln in 

Milwaukee , several members of C.A.N.A. met to rliscuas the po ssibilities 

of hosting a convention in Chicaeo . At this first meeting it was 

informally decided that Chicago would make an effort to host the 

W. U.N .A. "4 in '984. 
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~ilwaukee Receives the bid for p . C.N . A. ff12 and Psks fo r Help 

~c tober- - Novem be r 1981 

Members from Milwaukee came down to Chicago to ask for help 

in their fund-raising fot' I,. . C.N.A. #12 . Ou r A. S . C . decided to help 

by thro wing a Hallo ween party to be nefit 1 · ' . ~ . N . A . ff12 Bid ~ommittee . 

~ e hav e no records as to the amount of money raised , but all of 

the pr oceeds ... :ent t o help'" . C.N . A. #1"? 

These same members form Milwaukee asked us to pass a can 

around to eet money raiserl. Noborly woule'! take responsibili t y for 

this . so the can ~as tossed and all the change (less than a dollar) 

went to ~ilwauke~ . 

Ne .... ·sletter information of C .lk,::' . C . N. A. 

The first Chicago Area Narcotics Anonymous Newsletter ~as 

published in Uecember of lQS2 . For a lone time , there han been 

t~lk o f a newsletter in Chicago . un September 16 , 1982 . a handful 

of members from the ::,outh Bide of Chicago met in o rder to try to 

recognize and solve some of the problems ""ith the local groups . lt 

was during the second meeting or this "Uhity Fellowship~ group 

that talks of the ne ..... 'slet ter began . The ide a of the newsletter 

!,o 'as inspired by the t-iemphis Miracle News lette r. e n Oc tober 7 , 1C1S? , 

the first meeting of the tit r aight Times Newsletter met , and various 

members volunteered to staff the letter . 

~h.e-f.i~ee-tin~rre~lefler stafr decide.!!-to 

~eI :;rn 

The fir st decision that the staff of the newsletter had to 

ma~e , was what to cal l the newsl e tter . 

"Straight Times" and "~traight News ." 
Two names were ~e~~. 

Because of th e easyero nfusi o n , 

the treasurer set up t he checking account with the heading as 

"~traight News . " However , the newsletter ~as offic ially established 

as the ~traight Time s newsletter at the Dec ember 2 , 1QS2 meet i ng . 
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(; A . . S.C.N • 

At one of the first meet ines . thp nel,oslptter staff necic1en t o eather 

subscriptions and mail the first " Ii.ltl on free of c harge, to anyone 

interested. Later, however . it ~AS ~lsco veren that . for f i nanc ial 

reasons , this ..... as not possible. rhe staff nec ideti t o ciistribute 

the first editi on o f the newslettnC by hand , and began by selling 

them at the 198 2--e3 CA.SCNA Ne ..... ' ,(qars Lve party , anrl then g a ve 

the leftover issues to C . A.::;.C . N. A· \.r . S . R.' 5 t o sell to the grou p s 

throughout J.;hicagoland . 
Jo\ll or the material in the ~ ~ r st edition 0 1' the np. ... sletter 

... e re articles , poems . thoughts . e .. .. · · I Sp.ot in by members o f ': . A.N . A. 

Before any articles ~ere printed Ln the nevsle tte r • the st~ !~ 
app r o ved ann sometimes enited thr mc:\tprial. The staff of the 

ne\.:sletter r ecognizes that the n,... ·, slette r is by th e people, and 

f o r the people o f \,.; .A . N.A ., and ., ne ne .... sletter is Bearen t o' .... arn 

the positive aspects of rec o very :;Jnn the program . 
As t ime .... ent o n , .... :e lost th"" supper of some staff mp:"lbers , 

and ..... e also kept having to move ~; ur nearll 1.ne nate closer ':0 the 

end of the year . u n November 3 , 1<)82 . the c..: hicago ",rea ~pr'lice 
Co mmittee o f 1~arcotics Anonymous tC . A. S . r. . N.A . ) lent f50 ~ CO to 

the nev:sletter staff . and o n Dec'.:m ber 1, 1982 . the newslett~r 
off icially became a ::;ub- c..:ommitte'- o f the C ,A . S . C. N. A. By tr:e 

e nd of 1982 . the hanctful of ambi -;i O US members '", ho had stuck ""' ith 

the ne ..... sletter completed and pub_iShen t he fi rst edition . ~':: e 
s taff of the ne ... 'sletter hopes to continue publish lng more '=-!:tions 

o f Straight Times . 
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THANK GUD FOR THANKSGiVING II 

On November 24 , 1982, several members of Chicago Area 

Narcotics Anonymous attended the Thanksgiving 11 Consciousness 

Mid - lear Service '··orkshops . This was a very spiritual and 

inspiring experience for them and the Chicago Area. The message 

of recovery from the disease of addiction was unfolded and revealed 
to new meanings . lJlfferent prospectives of Narcotics Anonymous 

..... ere exposed to us . A distinction was made clear and definite 

between NA and other twelve step fellowships . 
Our identification as addicts is all inclusive in respect 

to any mood-changing . mind - altering substance . It Alcoholi sm" 

is too limited a term for US ; our problem is not a specific substance, 
it is a disease called "addicti on ." The simplicity of having one 

disease , addiction came as a relief and a spiritual awakening . The 
realization that as addicts we have no need to go to other 
fellowships . The answers , and recovery is possible through going 

to only one fell owship , Narcotics Anonymous . 

We learned the importance of our traditions and cooperation 
not affiliation . That NA groups not only stand on thei'r own, 

rut demand the right to do so . 

We experienced unconditional love , sharing , and caring wi th 

addicts, but also wi th addicts ' ideas , knowledge and wisdom. 

Chicago Area Se r vice Committee of Narcotics Anonymous has 

been more informed , and as a result been able to further the message 
of recovery more productively and efficently. 

We have come to a greater understanding of the service 
structure and its importance . 'Ne have grown and are growing 
as a result of Mid - Year ~ervice wo rkshops . The member level: 
the disease is not the drugs, but addiction . On the group level: 

distinguishing between fellowships, the understanding and appl ication 

-
;., 



C . A. S . C . N. A. thsl.o.r y. 
1""---'--- . 

Page IOpf the tro:t.rli l.il'n5 . th e Arpa ;">Pt'V1C" Commlt tpp Ipvpl : 

the commUniCrlt lo n "lnol ptlucnlion l1 1' o ur tl'Ust",rt s('r·v~nt . ttl P f orml nr, 

o r np ... · commi tt~ es: ~I . Literat ll rp . ~nrt Policy nnrl t hp ~ro~th nnrt 

develo pment o f our already eXlstlne commlttees . 

~ e beBan to take a sear~hlne anrt fe a rless l ook into Ollr 

past and compile o ur h i sto r y. 
The gro~th of our unity as a ero up as as an a rea , as a r egi on , 

as Narc o tics Anonymous as a Whole has enriched o ur spirLtual livps . 

pr ogram , and our fell owship . 


