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The Fight Aéainst Narcotics

. The series of jarticles on narcoties
which Jack Lewyn is writing for The
Herald vividly desf';rlbes a great human-
ftarian effort which the United States
Public "Health Sqrvice is making In
ita fight against d{ug addiction. Natur-
ally this service is; of particular interest
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in this area beczuse one of the two |
1 )
USPHS narcotic hospitals is located near’

i

Lexington. 1

When the Harrison Narcotics nct was ,

passed in 1814, narcotic addiction was :
an acute national {problem, threatening :
the carcers and even the lives of some |

200,000 addiets. I.jegal control of nar-
cotic sales and tre
been so effective that today It is esti-
mated there are ho more than 50,000
addicts in the coustry,

Unfortunately, the decrease in nar- |
cotic” addiction st being" offset by an §
barbiturates, or .
not
come within the scope of the Harrison !

increasing  use of
“sleeping pllls"—drugs which do

Excessive use of barbi-
considered a much

Narcotic act.
turates now s

greater threat to sdeiéty than is narcotic 3

addiction, largely because many persons
have not been __:aw re of the ‘dangerous
effects of barbithrates. Mrs. Mary
Elizabeth Burr'\'ett, Lexington's repre-
sentative In the K¢ntucky lower house,
has.performed a public service in spon-
soring passage by the General Assembly
of a law which willrequire a physician's
prescription to obtdin barbiturates after
June 15. This undpubtedly will reduce
considerably the ipdiscriminate use of
barbiturates, o
We believe readers of The Herald
appreciate havi’ng;nn opportunity to
become familiar, through this series of
articles, with the twork of the USPHS
hospital in Lexing on,and its effective
treatment of narpotic addiets. And
should the articles deter anyone from
becoming nddicled;'lo the use of nar-
cotics or barbiturates, then they will
have served an even belter purpose.
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Iso might be
good for that Jelﬁ'idgwn feeling r-ne 015;
us have when w§ come 1r1| from Iieened
land. i s Oy
. ? Y !
Not Véry Proh:abla
Time magazinge says it js possible for:
a farmer in Indiana to obtain a govern
ment loan of $£48 a bushel for cor
which he stores gn his farm and that h
then can feed his hogs on 65-cent corn
which can be bought on the open mark
In Kentucky, farmers would be sha
enough not to séll corn for 65 cents a
bushel if they colld get $1.48 for jt.
S el | :
A Fainiliar Echo .
A lobbyist off the National Assocla-
.tion of Real Esta:l'te Board_é is quoted
writing that hej does not believe |
democracy and tHat he thinks “it stinks
The fellow is not even | originall Hel
is simply parrotipg Westbrook Pegler,
it '

o Washir%gton- Callingj

By Marquis Childs

WASHINGTON — Confidentlal report
from Germany indlcate that the Russian
have plotied a p}alilical-dlplumaﬁc cou
calculated to take the West by surprise
The timing is aimed at the meeting of th
foreign ministers ':r.-f the Western "power:
set for London Ini mid-May.

The objective |s to present the world
with the sham fr{.:gnt of an “Independent”
East German state. That state will sign
a treaty of peaceiiwith the Soviet Unlon.
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These muves, which may be announced
very shortly. are being plotted by Walter
Ulbricht, deputy ! premier of the East_‘
German state. Ten days ago Wbricht re-
turned secretly to: Berlin from a visit to |
Moscow where thejwhole plan was worked
out, b i E

Ulbricht immedialely initiated a series |
of conferences to et the plot in motion.
The ldea as origipally projected was to
call into being in l_ﬁ_ast Germany a national
front congress. The congress would have
administrative powers to ! sign a peace
treaty with Russia that would seem to
give East Germany!'g_a most favorable status,.

While thls would be a fake, it would :
nevertheless have 'a powerful propaganda
force in all of Germany and in Europe. ;
For one thing, ity would strengthen the !
extreme Nazi-starg’a trooper elements in

only hope is in iat least a temporary !
union with Russis. ' Whatever decision
the foreign ministefs might take in London
with respect to Gérmany would seem to
be a reaction to gh achievement already
brought off by the Soviet. That same
thing has happenqii far too often in the.
past. i
One Big Fault Of|Plan

There is one blg hole in the Russlan
plan that could be readily explajted by
the West. That is that the Russian action '
in handing over to;Poland just as the war
was ending all the! German} territory east
of the Neisse River; As Winston Churchill
pointed out at the Potsdam conference,
. this took nearly obe-fourth of the arable
land within Germgny's 1037 frontiers.
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i plenty of trouble ahead for the la;

gton

By Peter Edson

WASHINGTON (NEA) — Th

f4la-
' tures of the 48 states, Alaska and ’l-qgfg},ail
f President Truman's unemployment:in-
urance reforms should be adopted. Eve
one of them would have |to chsnge..lﬂ
laws to meet the new standards outlined
in the President's recent special message
to Congress. 0 &
President Truman first asked for ¢
tended unemployment insurance cow 4
In his 1946 state of the union me ag
He's been asking for it ever since, wa 1
Eetling any results. | :
This time, however, the administy;

And the USSR w']HI agree to remove alllf,

its troops from East Germany within a;_ ) !
4 . employment Insurance, the states WWEATY

West Germany that are today saying the /

1 sachusetts and Louisiana In December%_a_fld
' 47 per cent of the wage, Utah 48 per r
|1 Rhode Island 45, Arkansas 44 and 10 dther

has drafted a bill to carry out the Pre
:ldent’s reforms. Rep. John McCormagk of
{Massachusetts hr * introduced it ir fhe
House. Few people believe this bill stands
any chance of passage this year. Bu}' if
the .House Ways and Means Commi ee

!McCormack bill, these hearings ni‘ﬁht
. have some influence on the states. 5t
Nearly all the state legislatures smeet
next year. Without waiting for Congress,
he states could raise their unemploymant
tinsurance standards. In a way, thergfare,
ithe President's message is an in lirect
. appeal to the states, over the heaQs of
Congress. !
Maze Of Differing Legislation:
. The varlous state unemployment ihsur-
,ance systems now vary so much in detail
it takes an expert to understand t em.
For instance, the present federal law ax-
.. empts all employers With fewer than ‘efght
~‘employees In any 20-week period of 1he
.year. Nineleen states have similar provi-
isions.  The McCormack  hill, howgver,
‘would provide unemployment insupatice
for an employer of one employee,
I This would take into the syste
:additional 3,500,000 employees of small
‘establishments not*now covered. Alagka,
_Arkansas, California, Delaware, Dljitflet
of Columbia, Hawall, Maryland, Moniana,
Pennsylvania and Washington already
: have the one-employee provision. All the
other states would have to comply.; &
On the matter of how much a i1 émn-
- ployce must earn to be eligible for, un-

even more widely. The low requirement
Is $100 a year in Rhode Island, the thigh
8600 in Washington. In between are rg-xa'hy
~arying formulas. i
The new McCormack bill would redpce
hem all to three optional minim L CA
worker would thus be eligible for! fin-
employment insurance (1) i he earnéd:30

?times as much as his weekly Insurance

benefit, (2) if he earned one-and-onelhalf
'times his highest wage in any one qudrter-

Al year, or 13) if he was employed 20 w_pe_iks.
|l Washington js probably the only statelthat

vould have to change its law to meetithis.
i On the computation of weekly ‘iben-
‘efit, the McCormack bill would sefl the
minimum insurance payable at ongthalf

|i the weekly wage, up to maximum ipsiir-
i! ance of $30 a week for anyone makin '5’60

‘8 week or over. Nearly two-thirds o the
gtates now authorize unemploymeng in-
{ surance payments of from 50 to 75 ¥

i cent of the weekly wage. The other 3hifd
{ would have to change their laws to jnee
{-MeCarmack bill standards. iy
] © No State Meets McCormack Minimym
Actually, no state has paid insurange of
: -

fas much as 50 per cent of wages.
t|

‘states paid over 40 per cent. No sta & 18
ipaying a $30 a week maximum. Thehfgh
: Massachusetts average last Decembery was
§23.Gﬂ, E & 5

11 The low stated were West Virg ila,

{llinols and Florida, which pald 30| per
ent of the weekly wage. The paymeptdn

| Florida averaged $13.88 a weel, in Gegrgla
L and Mississippl it was $14.37, in Tenngssee

1$15.34, i

o
Oaly Alaska and 10 states—Arigona,

can be persuaded to hold hearings oft the .
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