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Getting Life Into Focus

Photostory By DWIGHT BOYER

OMEWHERE in the heart of each skid-row
S character there is a tiny spark of self-re-
spect left—a spark that seldom glows and,
when it does, must be fanned to try once more
to defeat the curse of alcoholism,

, At the Salvation Army's Eagle Avenue
headquarters of the Cleveland Harbor Light
Corps, now in its seventh year of rehabilitation
work with homeless alcoholics, those with a
sincere determination to defeat their curse
get a helping hand from the Men's Social Serv-
ice Center and the No Al Co Club, an organiza-
tion of 55 ex-alcoholics well on the road to
victory over their handicap.

“The percentage we manage to save is
small,” say Capt, and Mrs. Edward V. Dimond,
officers in charge. “Many soon slip back into
their old ways but the few we keep on the
right road make the effort a worthwhile and
satisfying one. Those who are sincere when
they enter our resident program find that we
have much to offer in assistance—uplifting
spiritual guidance, employment service, coun-

seling, group therapy and rec¢reation."
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Skid Row Is Camera Subject as Part cor Salvation Army Rehabilitation

Living proof that the alcoholic can make a
comeback, the No Al Co Club offers encourage-
mment to the converts by sponsoring activities
of interest to all—craft instruction, holiday
parties, bowling, softball and: golf. Mrs. Dimond
isadvisortotheGoldenAgeClub.limitedto'
Lnfe;n over 60 who have taken a new lease on

One of the most successful No Al Co Club
projects is the Eagle Photographic Society. A
co_n;plete darkroom, field trips to interesting
locations, studio sittings and contests keep in-
terest high. Several members- have become
proficient enough to win prizes in outside con-
tests. .

Models for the studio sessions often are
the homeless men who wander in for the eve-
ning evangelistic service and the free meals.
Some pose willingly; others shy away—think-
ing perhaps of pictures taken in happier days.

Known only by nicknames such as “Steve”
or “Mike,” those who pose sit at ease in the
glare -of the floodlights. The sitting over, they

_depart into the anonymity of skid row.
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Mrs. Dorothy Dimond's representation
of herself as versatile but untalented is
an evaluation readily disproved by her
record of service to the Salvation Army.

She holds equal rank with her hus-
band, Maj. Edward V. Dimond. command-
ing officer of the Harbor Light Center
and the Red Shield Lodge in the five-
story building at 2304 E, Ninth St.

The trim, brown-haired, bluc-eved Maj.
Dimond, mother of three, helps immeas-
urably in the spiritual, moral and physi-
cal reformation of men, notubly in rec-
lamation and perma-
neant  regeneration ol
alcoholics, for the non-
sectarian religious and
ciaritable  orzanization

founded in London in 8 v _th, &

1865, Be
She delivers scrmons e
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day services for Ilarbor
Light members, sings, plavs the organ
and conducts the Harmonichords in hyii-
‘nals. At nightly religious services in the
first-floor chapel. open to the pubilic, she
plays the organ or bass viel, her hushand
the saxophone, and zicoholics the drums,
cuitar and piano, tHer combn also plavs
for special civic cvents.

Maj. Dimond is hostess at lunch every
Friday for 30 male members o/ a zoldon-
age club who live at the Red Shield or in
«downtown rooming houses,

Every Friday she holas a meeting for
the No-Alco Club of the center To quali-
fy for membership, a man must have
becn sober for two weeks. Once a month
.she stages a program with a speaker or
a film and refreshmeats. She oatio is ha 1
ess Sunday nights with cefler aml doush-
nuts for center members and guests. Al-
coholies from the center conduct their
own meetiggirgmhdMedsage.Com

Source: Danny M.

She Fights to

Save Lost Souls

Sunday meals altract the largest at-
tendance, There arc golden-agers. alco-
holics, transients and residents ol the
lodge. All dine at stand-up tables in the
basement. except the golden-agers, who
are seated.

" Maj. Dimond puhlishes a monthly news-
letter “The Drum Beat” for the center,
the S\ advisory hoard and business
friends, She makes chalk drawings at
Harbor Light mectings while taped mu-
sie is played. Once a month she visits a
rest home as a member of (he SA League
of Mercy, and donates the SA weekly,
“War Cry,” and candy.

“Many of the things [ do are compul-
sive,” said Maj. Dimond. “My English-
burn parents were SA soldiers. My father
plaved a caphuvum in the band. M
mother died when T was 16, Her three
chililren were reared in SA.

“Tlie upper three floors of the center
aeenimodate guests as the Red Shield
Lodze. Many case o us when the city
closed the lodge on Lakeside Ave. Sonme
«tists on public welfare, others are sell-
supporting. Dormitories and single rooms
acenmmordate 106 men SA furnishes
meal tickets to the necdy.”

Maj. Dimond was horn at Worcester,
Mess She aliended high school, secre-
tarial school and the SA training school
for officers in New York City, She served
Ihe Salvation Army six months at East
Liverpool. 0., and six months at Paines-
ville,

In 1952 she married Dimond. a native
o Mt Vernen, N Y. She had met him in
Worceester, where his parents were SA
majers. Her husband was assigned to
Harhor Light Center in 1950. When he
was promoted to major. she automati-
cally attained the same rank. The Dimonds
arc the parents of Victor, 13: Susan, 10,
and David, 8, They live at 15115 Green-
way Rd.

At Citadel On March 23
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Maj. Edward Dimend, di-
rector of the Harbor Light
Center in Cleveland. will be
guest speaker during the an-
nual civic meeting of the Sal-
vation Army March 25 at 6:30
p.m. at the Ciladel.

The work at the Cleveland
center is concerned primar-
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The Newspaper That Serves Its Readers

The Cleveland Press

FROM RADIATOR ALCOHOL TO RESPECTABILITY

‘This Army Recruits on Skid Row' was the way religion editor GEORGE R, PLAGENZ headlined his

full-lenqth feature article, reprinted here with
Army’'s Harbor Light Center in Cleveland, Ohio.
that the three-point program (spiritual, physical an

have moved into the eight-story renovated YWCA building.

CLEVELAND, Ohio—Some of
them can remember drinking radi-
ator alcohol strained through rye
bread. They believed that filtered
out the poison.

“1 don’t know whether 1 ever
had any of that or not,” says a 65-
year-old former skid row habitue,
“but il anybody ever run it
through the bread 1 probably
drank it because | drank with
them kind ol people.”

Some are even nostalgic about
the old life on skid row.

“The cost ol living was low,” re-

CLEVELAND, Ohio—Francis Hulnick
serves as elevalor operator at the new
Harbor Light Center. Many residents
earn their room and board by working
at the center. Others hold outside jobs
and conlribute toward their support by

flects a 61-year-old man whose life
style took him [rom one flophouse
and greasy spoon to another for
25 years. "And on skid row nobody
cares how you look and they don't
ask any questio

“"The mone 7 wistfully
adds a young 1 his 50's—
whose gravel voice betravs his 15
vears ol sleeping outdoors a good
part of the time. But the twinkle
in his eye also betrays a merry
heart.

“Living on skid row vou get to
know a lot of people,” he says. "1
wottld borrow money Trom them
when T was drinking. Or T would
hang out around some ol the high-
class shows. The well-dressed peo-
ple who come oul—they're casy 1o
bum. And very polite. Mysell 1
alwavs preferred  people with o
little class.”

But those days are behind them
now. That is the promisc these
residents of the Army's Harbor
Light Center have made 1o them-
selves, anyhow,

Not all ol them keep the prome-
ise. But many do. Some of them
even "make good.”

THERE'S EARL BARTLETT, who
today drives a 1971 Chrysler Im-
perial.

Tall, slim and well-dressed Earl,
who is in his early 50's, lives in a
penthouse apartment on  the
eighth floor of the new Harbor
Light Center at East 18th Prospect
Avenue—the old YWCA,

He has his own TV, kitchen and
private bath. He pays the pre-
mium rate in rent.

A locksmith, Bartlett was voted
“Employee of the Year” in 1970 at
Diebold Inc., safemakers.

This is a different Earl Bartlett
from the one who first appeared at
the old Harbor Light Center on
East Ninth Street 10 years ago, a
down-and-out alcoholic.

The road to the top didn't go
straight up, however. There were

The Salvation “@arryTheMessage.Comeme slips. Bartlett was in and out

: Source: Danny M.

ermission of The Cleveland Press, on The Salvation
ajor Edward V. Dimend, center director, is optimistic
social) will be even more successful now that they

CLEVELAND, Ohio—Paul Velond, whoe
was on skid row for 15 years, now is
fulllime counselor ot Harber Light Cen-
ter. A former radio singer, he sings and
plays guitar in the cenler's combo.

of the Harbor Light Center six
times in the next six years. No-
body who is drinking can live at
the center, bul anybody is wel-
comed back who wants to make a
new  start at sobriety. Bartlett
hasn’t had a drink in the last four
years.

Although  the turnover rate
among the residents is high, many
complete the crucial “one year of
sobriety” test.

“The skid row alcoholic with a
year or 50 of sobriety behind him
has a 50-50 chance of going an-
other year without a drink,"” says
Major Edward V. Dimond, direc-
tor of the center

Major Dimond is optimistic that
the Army’s three-point program of
treatment (spiritual, physical and
social) for male aleoholics can be

even more successful in the cen-
new guarters.,
¢ can house 300 men in the
new center,” Major Dimond said.
Only 150 could be accommodated
in the former location, Most had
to sleep in dormitories.

The cight-story renovated YWCA
can provide private guarters for
the center's permanent residents,
ol whom there are quile a Tew. Al
though many of them have steady
outside jobs and would be able
financially to live clsewhere, they
prefler the surroundings and the
companionship of the center,
PAUL VOLAND, who will be 60 in
May, is one of the old residents, He
first came to the Harbor Light in
1961, There were some slips the
hrst couple of vears but only one
(Tor five davs) in the last eight
years and none in the last 3

Paul, an accomplished musician
who once sang as a guest on the
Kate Smith radio show, is now
senior personnel instructor for the
center. He prefers living there, he
said, beciuse 1 can stay sober
more casily and can help others
along the way. I enjoy the life.”

Voland sings and plays tenor

guitar in the center’s 11-piece
combo. He once was a vocalist and
dise jockey for radio stations in
Youngstown, Ohio, and Oil City,
Pa,, until drink defeated him.
He came to Cleveland in 1946
d spent 15 years on skid row
here belore finding his way to the
Harbor Light Center.

Music plays a big role in the
Army’s program ol rehabilitation.
Major Dimond, son and grandson
of Salvation Army oflicers, was
brought up on the cornet and
trombone.

He got the idea that music could
be pood therapy for somebody
sceking to get off skid row. He
noticed that alcoholics were often
loners who lacked social integra-
tion.

What better way to bring them
ot than by involving them in a
group where everyone has to par-
ticipate? 11 was also o way 1o give
the men a sense of social accept-
ance,

Most ol the homeless men who
wander into the center never have
playved o musical instroment
they soon learn in the
music cla

Dimond saw that many of the
older men who didn't have tecth
couldn't play the Army's tradi-
tional brass instruments, so he
added puitar and harmonica.

Nobody at the center feels sell-
conscious about the fact he has a
drinking problem. Major Di-
mond's  easygoing manner and
light touch are largely responsible
for this straightforward attitude.

“We're going to have a little syn-
copation now,” he will tell the
men at a music class. “Syncopa-
tion is irregular movement from
bar to bar. That means most of
you are highly qualified.” The men
get a good laugh out of this.

The drinker who comes to the
Harbor Light Center gets a free
dormitory bed and meals to begin
with. As his health and attitude
improve, he begins doing menial
waork around the center.

Most of the men soon are work-
ing at jobs outside the center al
though they continue to live and
attend  classes there. They also
must attend the nightly evangelis-
lic meetings.

There are also prayer meetings
and Bible classes to attend and
seminars on alcoholism and job
training. Social groups include a
men's club, a fellowship hour and
hobby pre

£ pa ym their jobs, they must
contribute 1o the cost ol their stay,

What | the  Harbor  Light
meant 1o some of these ex-deni-
zens ol skid row?

“It has brought me back to san-

" says the man with the vel
“It brought my thinking
away [rom that booze and showed
me what the Lord could do lor
me,"”

The 65vear-old man who was
trying to remember whether he
had ever drunk radiator alcohol
strained through rye bread had
this testimony: “Without this cen-
ter 1 would have no life. It has
brought the respect of my children
back to me. And I have learned
that as long as 1 walk with the
Lord, I can talk to Him about any-
thing."” o
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